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St. Luke Parish has served as the spiritual home for Catholics in 
Shoreline for more than 65 years. In 1955, with a burgeoning Catholic 
community north of Seattle, Archbishop Thomas A. Connolly 
established the new parish from territory carved out from Christ the 
King in Seattle.

▪ A new church was constructed and the first Mass celebrated 
in the church on Christmas Eve 1956

▪ St. Luke School was opened in fall 1957 to meet the 
growing need for a Catholic grade school in our community. 

▪ Together, St. Luke church and school flourished, and with 
the leadership of our longtime pastor, Fr. William E. 
Gallagher, became one of the largest Catholic parishes in 
the region.   

Today, St. Luke is a vibrant and active parish community. With 1,450 

families and a school of 310 students, St. Luke continues to grow. We 

are a parish that seeks to “develop joyful disciples, grow in Christ and 

serve with love.” 

While St. Luke is a large parish, we continue to grow. In fact, we are 

one of the fastest growing parish in the Archdiocese of Seattle. This 

growth, while a positive development, has created some challenges 

that compel us to now address important capital needs, especially with 

our 65-year-old church. 



Meeting the Challenges Ahead
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Our church is a blessing made possible by the sacrificial efforts of our 
forebears. Constructed in the 1950s, it was built in a similar way as other 
Catholic churches at the time – as part of a school facility, with the 
intention of converting it to a gymnasium once a church was built. 
However, as with other parishes, it became our permanent church. 

Over the decades, we have updated our church to ensure it is an 
appropriate and functional space to celebrate the liturgy. It has been at 
the heart of our faith community – the space in which we have rejoiced 
in the Eucharist, baptized the young into our faith, gathered in the joy of 
marriage, and celebrated the life of parishioners as they entered the 
Kingdom of God. 

While our church has served us well for more than six decades, there are 
several challenges we must address and improvements we seek to make 
to ensure it meets our needs for years to come. These include: 

➢ Church Capacity

Our current church was built for a mid-20th century parish 
considerably smaller than today. Before the impact of COVID-19, the 
growth and engagement of our parish resulted in a steady increase 
in church attendance. While a positive development, this also meant 
crowded Masses. Often, seats were hard to find, and families could 
struggle to sit together. Once the pandemic has passed and life 
returns to normal, attendance is expected to reach these levels 
again.      



Meeting the Challenges Ahead (Cont.)
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➢ Gathering Space and Flow 

Because our church was built with the intention to convert to a school 
gymnasium, it was not designed with a narthex (vestibule) or 
welcoming entrance like most purpose-built churches. Consequently, 
arriving parishioners walk from our parking lot directly into the middle 
of our worship space, which can be awkward and disruptive. Without a 
narthex, we also lack a space for congregants to transition from 
outside to a faith environment. Moreover, our church design does not 
provide indoor or outdoor space to welcome parishioners or socialize 
before or after mass. We also lack appropriate space in our church for 
ministries to share information. All of this impacts the liturgy, as well as 
our ability to build community and strengthen our mission.       

➢ Light and Sound 

Lighting and sound can greatly impact the atmosphere of a church and 
the experience of the liturgy. It can also affect the degree to which 
people –especially older parishioners –actively participate in the 
liturgy. It can even impact church attendance. The lighting and sound in 
our church is out of date and needs improvement. The expansion and 
upgrade of our church provides a unique opportunity to improve our 
sound system and upgrade our lighting to LED.         

➢ Interior Refresh and Upgrades 

The interior of our church requires a long-overdue refresh. It has not 
been fully painted in a number of years and the carpeting and flooring 
needs updating. Also, our church could benefit from more natural light 
throughout.     



Our Transformational Plans 
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Our worship space is at the physical center of our parish. It is in this space where we gather as one body to celebrate our u nion in 
Christ. It should be not just highly functional, but also beautiful and edifying space to experience ongoing conversion and t o 
celebrate the mystery of our faith. It is for these reasons we seek to address some of the long-standing challenges associated with 
our church and better serve St. Luke parishioners –both current and future generations. To achieve this goal, we plan several 
exciting changes to transform our church:



Our Transformational Plans 
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Architectural Drawing: St. Luke Church 



Our Transformational Plans 
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Church Capacity and Upgrades …………………………………………. Estimated Cost: $1,325,000

At the center of our plans is the re-configuration of our church interior to provide increased seating capacity. This will enable us to 
gather in larger numbers without the overcrowding we experienced in the past. It will ensure our church feels like a sacred space and 
fosters participation in the liturgy. It will also contribute to a stronger sense of community. 

Currently, our church has seating for about 550 worshipers. Our plan is to use our rebate from the Called to Serve as Christ campaign to 
increase capacity by 120 seats. To accommodate this additional seating, we plan to shift the sanctuary to the north wall, all owing more 
seating to its front and sides. Shifting the sanctuary will also allow it to be enlarged, ensuring it remains prominent and a focal point of 
the liturgy. We also plan to move the tabernacle from its current location to the sanctuary, behind the altar.  

Our plan to increase seating is an opportunity to do other enhancements that will add to the beauty and comfort of our church interior. 
These enhancements include:

➢ All new pews

➢ New sound system to improve audio

➢ New energy efficient lighting over 
sanctuary

➢ New paint and flooring 

➢ 20-foot-long stained-glass window where 
the west entrance is currently located

➢ Windows installed at the back of the 
church to bring in more natural light  

➢ Spotlighting of the Stations of the Cross.



Our Transformational Plans 
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Our Transformational Plans 
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A major part of our vision is construction of a new 1,000-square-
foot narthex on the south-west corner of the church. It will be 
designed with large windows and skylights to bring lots of natural 
light into the space. It will be easily accessible from our parking 
lot and provide two entrances into our worship space –one at 
the rear and another closer to the middle.  

The narthex will provide us with the “transitional space” we have 
lacked since the church was built in the 1950s. It will also modify 
how worshippers enter our church, bringing most into the rear 
rather than into the middle of the church. It will provide space, 
protected from the elements, where parishioners can visit with 
one another as they arrive for and leave Mass. The narthex will 
also provide us with a space to: 

➢ Welcome and greet worshippers

➢ Display or exchange parish information

➢ Bring little ones when they get restless during Mass  

➢ Host small meetings or breakout groups outside Mass times   

A new narthex will be an important addition, helping to improve 
the functionality of our church, as well as transition worshippers 
from the distractions of modern life to the sacred celebration of 
the liturgy. It will also help build community –an important factor 
in our busy lives –and facilitate our mission as a parish.

New Narthex (Vestibule)…………………………. Estimated Cost: $1,100,000

“The narthex is a place of 

welcome—a threshold space 

between the congregation's 

space and the outside 

environment. [It] helps believers 

to make the transition from 

everyday life to the celebration of 

the liturgy, and after the liturgy, it 

helps them return to daily life to 

live out the mystery that has been 

celebrated.“

Statement from the US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
in the publication Built of Living Stones 



Our Transformational Plans 
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Existing Entrance 



Our Transformational Plans 
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New Entrance (Narthex and Plaza) 



Our Transformational Plans 
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New Narthex 



Our Transformational Plans 
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New Narthex 



Our Transformational Plans 
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Church Exterior/Entrance Plaza …………………………. Estimated Cost: $460,000

Our exciting plans include a new outdoor “plaza” that provides 
a beautiful, welcoming and unambiguous entrance to our 
church. It will be constructed adjacent to the new narthex and 
include a semi-circular, 1,500 square foot, accessible concrete 
terrace surrounded by grass and plantings. 

It will also feature a distinctive brick wall with a statue of St. 
Luke. Along with the narthex, the new plaza will transform the 
entrance of our church. 

The new Entrance Plaza will have multiple other benefits, 
including: 

➢ Create a much-needed buffer between our church and the 
exit drive/parking lot. 

➢ Provide a safe outdoor gathering space for parishioners 
coming into or exiting Mass. 

➢ During nice weather, it can serve some of the same 
functions as the narthex – a space to welcome congregants, 
share and exchange parish information, and take fussy 
children during Mass. 

➢ It can also serve as a large staging area for processions 
before the start of special Masses, funerals and weddings.



Our Transformational Plans 
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New Church Exterior/Entrance Plaza



Our Transformational Plans 
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New Church Exterior/Entrance Plaza



Project Cost and Funding
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The total cost to realize our transformational vision for St. Luke – to 

reconfigure and update the church interior, construct a new narthex and 

build the entrance plaza – is estimated to be $3,235,000+. This cost 

includes: 

➢ Reconfiguration and Interior Upgrades: $ 1,325,000+

➢ Construction of New Narthex: $ 1,100,000+

➢ Building of New Entrance Plaza: $  460,000+

➢ Soft Costs and Other Related Expenses: $  350,000+

The cost to add seating capacity to our church has already been funded 

by our parish through the rebate we received from “Called to Serve as 

Christ” – the archdiocesan campaign to fund the retirement of priests 

and sisters. This leaves a balance of $2,700,000+. To meet this cost, St. 
Luke is undertaking a major, parish-wide fundraising initiative that seeks 

the support of our generous parishioners. 

+ We anticipate the cost will increase due to supply chain issues and the 

overall economic/inflationary environment

. 

Project Timeline

Gaffney Construction 
began work in early 

March. The timeline is 
expected to be 5-6 

months.  

During construction we 
will continue to celebrate 
Mass in the gymnasium

We expect to complete 
the entire project (church 

interior, new vestibule 
and plaza) and return to 
our renovated church is 

late Summer 2022. 
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The Campaign for St. Luke

To achieve our transformative vision, St. Luke is undertaking a 
major fundraising campaign to raise $2,700,000 to complete 
expansion and updates to the church interior, construct a new 
narthex and create a new entrance plaza.     

The fulfillment of this exciting vision will require the 
commitment and generous financial support of parishioners 
and other friends who believe in our mission and understand 
the importance of our church to the ongoing vitality and 
sustainability our parish.  

How You Can Help

There are numerous ways you can support The Campaign for St. 
Luke. Each is designed to offer an opportunity for you to express 
your particular interest.

Pledges: Commitments, made in writing, to the campaign can be 
paid over a period of up to five years. 

Gifts of Securities: Gifts of appreciated securities, either publicly 
traded or from a private company, may provide significant tax 
advantages when compared to gifts of cash.

Gifts of Real Estate: Gifts of unencumbered real estate (subject 
to review) are accepted. 

Estate/Planned Gifts: For older donors, gifts by bequest or other 
planned giving methods provide significant tax benefits and are a 
practical way to support The Campaign for St. Luke. Please 
consult your financial advisor or an attorney to discuss this 
option for supporting the campaign.   

How Will Our Parish Rebate Be Used?

The total cost of all three elements of our church 
transformation –reconfiguring and updating the interior, 
constructing a new narthex and building an entrance plaza 
– is estimated to be $3,235,000. Our parish has already 
funded a portion of this cost through the rebate we 
received from “Called to Serve as Christ” – the 
archdiocesan campaign to fund priest and sister 
retirements. We are directing 75%* of this rebate, or 
$535,000, toward the cost of increased seating capacity. 
We plan to raise the remaining $2,700,000 through our 
capital campaign. 

*Note: 25% of our rebate was directed to Catholic Community Services



Our Challenge Goal $2,700,000 
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To achieve our $2.7 million funding target, the campaign will seek gifts at the following gift levels: 




